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TAGS: MOPS IN, PK 

SUB J : INDO/PAK: EXCHANGE OF CIVILIAN POWS 

1, LATEST EXCHANGE OF INDIAN AND PAKISTANI CIVILIAN 
POWS TOOK PLACE AT ATTARI/ WAGAH LAND BORDER MARCH 10, 
ARRANGED BY ICRC. GOP HANDED OVER 79 INDIAN SEAMEN 

IN EXCHANGE FOR 253 PAKISTANIS FROM INDIA, INCLUDING 
CREWS AND PASSENGERS OF 4 PAKISTANI MERCHANT SHIPS 
CAPTURED DURING 1971 WAR. PRESS REPORTS IDENTIFIED 
NUMBER OF RETURNING PAKISTANIS AS " BIHARIS". 

2. LOCAL PCVSS QUOTED VARIOUS RETURNEES AS COMPLAINING 
OF HARSH TREATMENT AND TORTURE BY INDIANS. ONE 
SEAMAN FROM NORTH WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE ALPGEDLY 
TOLD REPORTERS THAT " INDIAN SECURITY PEOPLE” HAD 
ATTEMPTED TO SUBVERT MILITARY POWS FROM THAT PROVINCE IN 
ORDER TO CONVINCE THEM, UPON THEIR RETURN HOME, TO 
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" STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE", SAYING INDIA WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO SUPPORT THEM. OTHER SEAMEN CLAIMED THAT MILITARY 
POWS IN INDIA HAD ASKED THEM TO CONVEY TO GOP THEIR 
FEELING THAT PAKISTAN SHOULD NOT RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH. 
BIHARIS WERE QUOTED AS HAVING SAID THEY FLED FROM MARAUDING 
MUKTI BIHINI IN EAST PAKISTAN ONLY TO BE CAPTURED ON 
HIGH SEAS. THEY CLAIMED THEY WANTED TO RETURN TO BANGLA 
DESH, BUT THAT GOI FORCED THEM TO COME TO PAKISTAN. 

3. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT- CONTROLLED PRESS JUXTAPOSED 
" HORROR STORIES" OF RETURNING PAKISTANIS AND REPORTS 
THAT DEPARTING INDIAN PRISIONERS PRAISED GOP TREATMENT. 

( FOR INSTANCE, LOCAL READERS WERE TREATED TO REPORT 
THAT RETURNING PAKISTANI OFFICERS HAD NOT ONLY BEEN 
TORTURED WITH ELECTRIC SHOCKS BUT HAD BEEN FORCED TO 
PERFORM " MENIAL JOBS".) BOTH ARE STANDARD ELEMENTS OF 
PROPAGANDA EFFORT MOUNTED WHENEVER POWS ARE EXCHANGED. 
RAWALPINDI PAKISTAN TIMES SOUNDED THEME WITH HEADLINE 
THAT GROUP HAD COME " BACK FROM HELL". 

DECON 9/12/73 
SOBER 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 13 MAR 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973ISLAMA02101 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ISLAMABAD 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730326/aaaahnll.tel 

Line Count: 89 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 SEP 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26-Sep-2001 by rowellE0>; APPROVED <03-Dec-2001 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971120 

Subject: INDO/ PAK: EXCHANGE OF CIVILIAN POWS 

TAGS: MOPS, IN, PK 

To: DACCA 

GENEVA 

KARACHI 

LAHORE 

NEA 

NEW DELHI 
SECSTATE WASHDC 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




